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LIEUTENANT RADENBERG: Today is November lst, 


2001. I'm Paul Radenberg of the Fire Department, City 


of New York. The time is now 0647 hours and I'm 
conducting an interview with... 


EMT PAUL ADAMS: Paul Adams, Battalion 49, 


Shield No. 2212. 


LIEUTENANT RADENBERG: We're currently at EMS 


Battalion 49. This interview is regarding the events 
of September 11th, 2001. 

Q. Paul, if you could start with when you were 
assigned to the job. 


A. Yes. That morning we got the job at 


approximately 9:00 o'clock in the morning from Elmhurst 
Hospital. We came down Queens Boulevard. We saw one 


of the towers had been hit, engulfed in smoke. We got 


across the Midtown Tunnel. We went in the tunnel, came 


out. We came down Second Avenue south, got over to 


Broadway. We got to the site at 9:15 at Church and 


Vesey Street, where we parked the vehicle. We walked 


down to Fulton and Church where they had a triage set 


up in front of the Millenium Hotel. At that time the 


second plane had just hit, just prior to our arrival. 


We were asked if we had our triage tags by 


our Captain. At this time I just turned around. 
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People were walking out of the buildings. We grabbed 


one patient who we found out later had 70 percent burns 


on her body, second and third degree burns. We took 


her, a couple other people, and shot out of there, went 


up -- I can't remember the street we went up, but I 
ended up going to -- it was the wrong way facing 
Broadway in front of St. Vincent's. Me and my partner, 


we got her out with some other peopl 


Then we went back in, back to the site, back 


to the same area, the triage, and about five minutes 
later, we looked up, we were screaming, I looked up, I 
see one of the buildings coming down. I ran about 30 
feet. I found out later on I went up against -- I 
tripped over a fire hose. I lost sight of my partner, 
Mous Diaz. I got up and went up against what I found 


out now is the Millenium Hotel's parking lot garage 


gate. It was closed. It had like a foot overhang. 


I was with this FBI agent and I put my helmet 


over my face and just stood against the gate and took a 


quick look and here comes the debris from all the 
building. It lasted for about ten minutes. I couldn't 


breathe. My lungs were filling up with this stuff. I 


don't know what it was. I thought I was going to die, 


either the building debris was going to hit me or the 
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building I was under was going to collapse or my lungs 


were going to collapse. I was hyperventilating. I 


just thought to myself I've got to slow my breathing 


down. I did that and that's the only thing that saved 


me. 


About close to ten minutes later, the dust 


starts dissipating. I grabbed the FBI agent and I 


started another vehicle that was like 20 feet away. I 
put him in it. I said I'll be back in a minute, went 


around, got six, seven, eight other people, put them in 


the truck, and then I went back to the site looking for 
my partner, Mous. I looked around for a couple 


minutes. I didn't hear nothing, no reaction. So I 


shot out of there. I had the windshield wipers on for 
about four, five blocks. It was still cloudy out, 


dust. 


I dropped these patients off at St. Vincent's 


and then went back in. In the process of going back 


in, No. 2 came down, and by the time I got, there they 


had already completely, totally -- you know, it was 
collapsed. I just went back in, got like another six, 
seven, eight people out. I had them in the front seat 


of the vehicle. I had one guy riding on the hood of 


the truck. I got them to St. Vincent's, dumped them 
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out there. I know it's a shitty word to use, but 
that's just what it was, just get them in and get them 
out. I didn't take no names or nothing, except for the 
original, first one, the burn patient. There was just 


no time to be filling out paperwork or anything else. 
I went back in again afterwards, looking for 
my partner, looking for Carlos Lillo, and he's gone 


now. I found my partner about four, five hours later, 


and I went over to where they had another triage area 


on West Side Highway and I believe it was Vesey, by the 


pedestrian bridge. I was checked out in the ambulance 
over there and I was fine, came back out, and about 


five hours later I went to Mount Sinai Hospital, where 


they kept me for like four hours, did tests. I had 


bruises on my knees, my shoulder was hurt, killing me, 


constant cough, and that's it. 


Q. When you first got there, you parked your 


vehicle up on -- 


A. Vesey. 

QO. On Church and Vesey? 

A. Yes. 

Q. It was at that point, roughly, that the 


second tower got hit, right as you pulled up initially? 


A. Which are you talking about; the first one? 
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Q. Yes. When you first got to the scene. 
A. The second tower got hit, I learned, I 
believe, as we were under the Midtown Tunnel. 


Q. Oh, okay. All right. 
A. It was about 9:11 or something, 9:12, the 
second one, the second plane hit? 


Q. Okay. When you got over here into Church and 


Vesey and Fulton, any other EMS units over there? 


A. Yes. We had the medics. They followed us. 


I forgot to mention that. They followed us from 


Elmhurst Hospital. We got the jobs together and we 


both went. 
QO. 49 Victor? 
A. 49 Victor, yes. 
QO. Okay. 
A. Carlos Lillo, who's now gone. We both 


followed each other in all the way through from 


Elmhurst right into downtown. When we got off at Vesey 


and Church, we parked the vehicles right there. As far 


as other vehicles at the time? I think there was like 


a private ambulance company there, numerous fire 


trucks. I really didn't see any other people. 


Q. Any EMS officers around that you recognized 


in the area? 
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A. Yes. There was a Captain over there. Ther 
was Bruce Medjuck. He was there. He's a nice guy, 
good people. 
Q. Do you remember the Captain's name? 


CC 
QO. Okay. 
A. Her first words out of her mouth were where's 


your triage tags? Where's your triage tags? There 


were people walking around with their green tags on and 


I just looked at her and I said are you kidding me? I 


said these people should be just getting out of here. 


q 


Get out of the site. The buildings didn't come down 


yet, but it was still debris and everything else coming 


down in the area from the plane and fuel. So we just 


grabbed our first patient. 


QO. The burn patient? 


A. The burn patient, right. That was the first 


one that we grabbed with her friend that walked down 


the 83, 84 flights. I feel they're going to find a lot 


of people with triage tags on with greens on them that 


because of so-called people following protocol that was 


basically made for, I think, just like a regular plane 


crash somewhere in a field, somewhere in the ocean. 
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But I don't know. Like I said, you're going to finda 


lot of people dead with green triage tags around their 
neck. 


Q. After you got the burn patient to St. 


Vincent's, do you remember what route you came back to 


the scene on? 


A. Yes. Broadway. 

QO. You came down Broadway? 

A. Shot down Broadway, yes, down regular 
Broadway. 

Q. Do you remember where you came west back into 


the site? 
A. Yes. I'm not sure exactly. I did some 
fenagling to get -- you know, I like went up one block 


and down another just to get back to the same site 


again. 

QO. Back to Fulton and Church? 

A. Yes. 

QO. That's when the first building came down? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Right as you got back down there? 

A. About five minutes later, when we started 
treating some other people. There was one person that 


sounded like she was having an MI because she had 


P. ADAMS 


walked -- it was an elderly woman. She had walked down 


80 some flights also. We had just put her on the 


stretcher, actually, and that's when people looked up 


and started screaming and we looked up and that's when 


the first one came down. We pulled the stretcher as 


far as we could with her on it, you know, get her out 


of the way. Then we found out later, though, that she 


was all right. She got up out of the stretcher also. 


She seen God, I guess, seen the light. 


Q. So after the first collapse, you took another 


load of patients up to St. Vincent's? 


A. Yes. 

Q. Did you come back the same way, down Broadway 
again? 

A. The same way again, yes. I was stopped by a 
Chief. I forgot to mention that, too. But he asked me 
to -- this is the third time I'm going in. The second 
one I just came down. He asked me to pull over to the 
side. He was setting up triage. It was like five 


blocks away. He had three ambulances at the side. I 
said how many patients you got? He goes one. So I 


kind of cursed him out, and I said what, are you nuts, 


and I just drove right back in. 


Q. Do you remember where on Broadway that was? 


A. 


Q. 


what time 


A. 


because I 


down? 


and I had 
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No. I have no idea. 

Do you remember who the Chief was? 

Some young guy. I'm not sure. 

When you got over to West and Vesey, any idea 


that was? That was after the second 


Yes. That was about an hour after that 
was looking around for my partners. 


About an hour after the second tower came 


Yes. Then I was just physically exhausted 


problems seeing, coughing, my knees were 


killing me. 


Q. 


A. 


you. 


Okay. Anything else you'd like to add? 


No. I've pretty much said everything. Thank 


LIEUTENANT RADENBERG: Thank you. The time 


is now 0659 hours and the interview is concluded. 


